ioo          EDUCATION WITH A TRADITION
The first thing one notices about them is that they are all
interesting and marked personalities. Of many of them
it may be said that they would have stood out in any circum-
stances. They have in common a deep and fervent pre-
occupation that rises above the petty cares of school-
keeping and the management of children. It must be
clear from the outset that they, and all the members of the
Society which is now being founded, are bound together,
not by any pedagogical theory, nor by a preconceived plan
of action. Their work is but a means of expression of that
inner force which is driving them to restore all things in
Christ. Schoolkeeping is not the only undertaking they
contemplate; for generosity is their characteristic, a
generosity of mind which cannot be confined within a
narrow horizon and will find many outlets for its zeal,
But if these first members do not meet as schoolmistresses,
it is remarkable how very decidedly they can speak on the
subject of education, and here again we can trace the strong
tradition that lies behind them. Their letters at this time
bear witness to many a misgiving as to the success of their
enterprise. They have much to tell of the difficulties
under which they labour, but they seem little troubled by
doubts or perplexities as to how the work should be carried
on. These women, owing allegiance to Benedictines,
Ursulines, Visitation nuns, and to Madame de Maintenon,
have clear ideas as to the bringing up of girls, and they do
not even allow their constant intercourse with a great and
flourishing boys' school to make them lose their level-
headed vision of the peculiar mission of womanhood.
Evea Mother Barat, who had never known convent
life and who had been reared upon the intellectual
food which made a scholar of her brother, passed
unattracted by the classical programmes of St. Acheul